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Timeline: Medical and adult-use recreational
cannabis legalisation throughout Europe
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Portugal decriminalises consumption of all drugs

Belgium decriminalises possession of small amounts of
cannabis for personal use

The Netherlands legalises medical cannabis

The UK re-classifies cannabis as a Class C (less harmful) drug,
before restoring it to Class B in 2009

Austria legalises medical cannabis

The Czech Republic decriminalises possession of small
amounts of cannabis for personal use

Denmark approves several cannabis-derived drugs for
medical use

Switzerland decriminalises possession of small amounts of
cannabis for personal use

The Czech Republic legalises medical cannabis

Croatia decriminalises possession of small amounts of drugs
for personal use

Italy legalises medical cannabis
Romania legalises medical cannabis

France legalises the sale of medications containing cannabis
derivative

Slovenia decriminalises possession of small amounts of
cannabis (up to 25 grams) for personal use

Malta decriminalises cannabis

Spain decriminalises consumption or minor personal
possession of drugs in public places

Croatia legalises cannabis-based drugs for specified medical
purposes

North Macedonia legalises medical cannabis

Austria decriminalises possession of small amounts of drugs
for personal use

Poland legalises medical cannabis

Norway makes allowances for medical cannabis
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Evolucion legis/ativa del cannabis en Europa

Germany legalises medical cannabis
Cyprus legalises the medical use of cannabis oil for advanced-
stage cancer patients

The Netherlands announces plans to trial legal adult-use
cannabis production

Luxembourg legalises medical cannabis extracts
Greece legalises medical cannabis
The UK legalises medical cannabis

Denmark introduces a medical cannabis access scheme for
cannabis-based medicines

Luxembourg introduces a medical cannabis pilot scheme and
announces plans to legalise adult-use

Malta legalises medicinal cannabis with a prescription

Estonia decriminalises possession of small amounts of
cannabis for personal use

Italy’s Court of Cassation decrees that the crime of growing
narcotic drugs should exclude 'small amounts grown
domestically for the exclusive use of the grower'

Cyprus legalises the cultivation and domestic use of the drug
for medical use

Ireland legalises medical cannabis as part of a five-year pilot
programme

France and Ireland introduce medical cannabis access pilot
schemes

The UK introduces Europe’s first private patient registry
(Project Twenty21)

European Court of Justice rules CBD is not a narcotic
substance

United Nations reclassifies cannabis as a Schedule I-only
substance

Switzerland legalises medical cannabis without ministry
authorisations

Portugal grants first authorisation for medical cannabis flower

France pilot scheme begins with first patients receiving
medication.



